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13 ELIZ. CAP. XII.

An Act to reform certain disorders towelling Ministers of the
Church.

L That the churches of the Queen's Majesty's dominions
may he served with pastors of sound religion, Be it enacted . .,
That every person under the degree of a Bishop, which doth
or shall pretend to be a priest or minister of God's Holy Word
and Sacraments, hy reason of any other form of institution,
consecration or ordering, than the form Fet forth by parlia-
ment in the time of the late king of most worthy memory,
King Edward the Sixth, or now used in the reign of our most
gracious Sovereign Lady, before the feast of the Nativity of
Christ next following, shall, in the presence of the Bishop or
guardian of the spiritualities of some one diocese where he
hath ecclesiastical living, declare his assent and subscribe to all
the Articles of Religion which only concern the confession of
the true Christian faith and the doctrine of the sacraments,
comprised in a book imprinted, intituled, Articles whereupon
it was agreed by the archbishops and bishops of both provinces
and the whole clergy in the Convocation holden at London in
. . . 1562 . . ., upon pain that every such person which shall
not before the said feast do as is above appointed, shall be ipso
facto deprived, and all his ecclesiastical promotions shall be
void, as if he were then naturally dead.

II. And that if any person ecclesiastical, or which shall have
ecclesiastical living, shall advisedly maintain or affirm any
doctrine directly contrary to any of the said articles, and being
convented - before the bishop of the diocese or the ordinary, or
before the Queen's Highness7 Commissioners in causes eccle-
siastical, shall persist therein, . , . such maintaining . . . shall
be just cause to deprive such person of his ecclesiastical pro-
motions ; and it shall be lawful to the bishop of the diocese
or the ordinary or the said commissioners to deprive such
person so persisting, . . . and upon such sentence of deprivation
pronounced lie shall be indeed deprived,

III. And that no person shall hereafter be admitted to any
benefice with cure, except he then be of the age of three and